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Isle of Crete Rendezvous 
July 31 – August 7, 2018 

 

We’re just weeks away from your escape to the Isle of Crete.  Crete is a perfect 

combination of the mountains and sea with the ancient and contemporary.  Enjoy the 

beauty, hospitality and adventure that this amazing island has to offer.  Recall all those 

lessons learned in Greek Mythology but add in the fun!  The Sun, the Sea and STI 

Friends make a perfect combination for a memorable journey. 

Καλό ταξίδι! (Kaló taksídi!) 

Good Journey! 

 

*SOCIALIZE* 
 

Update your STI Profile and Meet your Travel Companions!   
Start meeting your fellow travel companions today! Plan your vacation, find out who’s 

coming in early, what they’ll be doing, what to wear and make new friends. To access the 

Trip Chat, simply log in at www.singlestravelintl.com, select Tours from the top of the 

home page, once you see the Isle of Crete Rendezvous, July departure, click “Learn 

More: and access the Trip Chat from the menu on the left.  Scroll down to see “Who’s 

Going” This is really cool! Try it now, so you know who’s who when you get to Greece! 

Update your profile so that we have your latest travel “wish list” and preferences.   Be 

sure to add your photo to make it more fun for your fellow travelers!   

 

Guest List:   
   

Ellen Ewing 

Sharon Hennessy 

Robert Weinstein 

Kristie Crow 

Elyse Aguirre 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.singlestravelintl.com/
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Get Connected! 
“Like” and “Follow” us today so you’re ready to stay connected everywhere!   

  

#STISingles is not just a hashtag, it’s a real destination! Add #STISINGLES to any 

message, video or photo album post on Facebook to share your journey with your fellow 

travelers, friends at home and the STI Community!     

 @singlestravelinternational links your posts back to our page as well.  Give it a try!    

  

STAY CONNECTED! SHARE PHOTOS AS WE GO: TAG 

#STISINGLES 
 

 

 

www.Facebook.com/SinglesTravelInternational  

www.twitter.com/stisingless  

www.Pinterest.com/SinglesTravel 

www.Instagram.com/SinglesTravel 

   

      

*GETTING THERE* 
 

Emergency Contact for Travel Days  
If you are delayed and will miss a flight, contact STI so that we may communicate the 

new information to our local representatives.  Please note that if you have delayed 

luggage issues, please refer directly to the final airline carrier on which you arrived. To 

contact us during normal business hours, (Monday-Friday, 9-5 EST) please call 877-

SOLO-TRIP (765-6874) and press 0 for the first available agent.  After hours and on 

weekends, text/call Tammy Weiler at 815-715-6998, if your arrival will be delayed.  

Make sure to include your name in your text. 

What if? 
What happens if you get a flat tire on the way to the airport, an unwelcome bug decides 

to hit you with a nasty cold before or during your Mediterranean holiday, have to cancel 

your vacation to take care of a loved one or strain a muscle while hiking the Gorge? Last 

minute conflicts occur all too often with members. If an unexpected event causes a 

change of plans, you are able to recoup your investment if your vacation is protected. 

Please email Nancy at nweeks@singlestravelintl.com today to get a quote for a trip 

protection package. It’s more reasonable than you think!  

 

If you have purchased travel insurance make sure you take a copy of your policy 

and emergency contact phone numbers with you in case you need assistance.   
 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/SinglesTravelInternational
http://www.twitter.com/stisingless
http://www.pinterest.com/SinglesTravel
http://www.instagram.com/SinglesTravel
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Airport 

If we’ve made your flight arrangements, you received an e-ticket confirmation at the time 

of booking. We recommend that you print your boarding pass from the airline website 24 

hours prior to departure. It is required that you check in at the airport at least 2 hours 

before departure, and you present your valid passport. 
 

At the airport, you may change your original seat assignment, and this is the best time to 

do it for all flights continuing on the same day. Verify that the airline has a record of your 

frequent flier number on the reservation. Abide by the airline’s carry-on luggage 

restrictions, and note that all liquids, gels and aerosols must be in three-ounce or smaller 

containers. Larger containers that are half-full or toothpaste tubes rolled up are not 

allowed. All items must be stored in a clear, 1 quart, zip lock bag. 

 

Luggage 
We urge you to verify baggage restrictions with all your air carriers in advance.  Carriers 

within Europe charge greater fees and if you over pack, you may end up paying a hefty 

bill up to several hundred Euros!  Pack as lightly as possible, mixing and matching 

colors.  Laundry facilities are available although quite expensive in Crete. For the budget 

traveler, we recommend that you bring along a small bag of powdered laundry detergent.  

We strongly recommend that you pack a change of clothing in your carry-on luggage.   

Do not pack money, travel documents, jewelry or medicine in your checked 

baggage.  Please hand-carry these essential items! 

 

Delayed Luggage 
In the event that your checked luggage is delayed upon arrival, please make your claim 

with a representative from your arrival carrier, prior to leaving the baggage claim area.  

Complete the appropriate paperwork to allow them to trace your luggage, get a copy of 

the report and request a contact number.  Once you have completed the claim, inform the 

local tour guide and STI so they may follow up with the airline. 

 

Flight Arrivals 

Name Airline 
City Pair 
Arrivals 

Departure 
Date 

Departure 
Time 

Arrival 
Date 

Arrival 
Time 

Kristie Crow* OA 334 ATH/CHQ 28-Jul 230P 28-Jul 320P 

Aguirre/Elyse OA 332 ATH/CHQ 31-Jul 750A 31-Jul 840A 

Ewing/Ellen OA 334 ATH/CHQ 31-Jul 230P 31-Jul 320P 

Hennessy/Sharon OA 334 ATH/CHQ 31-Jul 230P 31-Jul 320P 

Weinstein/Robert  A3 336 ATH/CHQ 31-Jul 5P 31-Jul 550P 
 

*Transfer on own to the Mistral 
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Flight Departures 

Name Airline 
City Pair 
Arrivals 

Departure 
Date 

Departure 
Time 

Arrival 
Date 

Arrival 
Time 

Ewing/Ellen OA 333 CHQ/ATH 7-Aug 910A 7-Aug 10A 

Hennessy/Sharon OA 333 CHQ/ATH 7-Aug 910A 7-Aug 10A 

Weinstein/Robert  OA 333 CHQ/ATH 7-Aug 910A 7-Aug 10A 

Aguirre/Elyse* 

ELLENIC 
SEAWAYS-
3400A25F10 HER/Mykonos 7-Aug 9A 7-Aug 120P 

Crow/Kristie* TBA TBA 8-Aug TBA 8-Aug TBA 
*Transfer pending to Airport // Ferry in Heraklion and not included in package. 

 

*HOTEL INFORMATION IN CRETE* 
 

Arriving in Chania/Hotel Contact Information 
Upon arrival in Chania (Hania), look for the representative with the Mistral Hotel 

clipboard. Your driver will take you to the hotel and transfer time is 40 minutes. In 

addition, it may be useful to have the following hotel information, not only for arrival, 

but to leave at home for emergencies. 

 

Hotel Information: 

Mistral Hotel, Maleme, Hania, Crete  
Calling from Greece:  

Hotel: 28210-62062  

Mobile: 6973 772161 

Calling from US (or on a US cell phone while in Greece): 

011 30, then the numbers  

Accommodations  
We have confirmed your single, deluxe room accommodations and all rooms have 

complimentary air conditioning, an iron, hair dryer, kettle and fridge. 
 

The menu is displayed daily for your culinary convenience. You are in for a treat, so 

enjoy!  Should you have any special dietary requirements, please advise the staff as soon 

as you arrive.  They will take care of your requests with pleasure. 
 

Breakfast is served from 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. in the restaurant each morning.  
 

Fresh filtered water is provided on a complimentary basis. One large beach towel per 

week is provided in your room. Extra towels are available for an additional charge.  Use 

the water cooler near the lobby to refill your water bottle at any time. 

 

 Wi-Fi is available throughout the hotel free of charge.   
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*YOUR GRECIAN ITINERARY* 

Welcome to Crete – July 31 
On Tuesday July 31, you will arrive at the Mistral and meet fellow STI travelers, as well 

as other hotel guests.  On Wednesday morning, we get together for an informative 

meeting to review the opportunities for your fun filled week in Crete.  A full range of 

excursions and trips from which to choose, as well as car hire facilities at competitive 

prices, will be available.  

 

Tuesday, 7/31 Arrival, check in. This evening dinner is served at the hotel.  

 

Wednesday, 8/1:  8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. - Breakfast.  

10:00 a.m.  - Welcome Meeting & Complimentary Welcome 

Drink. 

 

 Wednesday afternoon, enjoy your free time exploring Chania! The 

hotel will offer a complimentary ride into town and they will 

instruct how to catch the bus back.  Ask the hotel staff for 

suggestions on all the hotspots downtown! 

 

Thursday, 8/2: We’re off for the famous Falasarna Beach trip & Sfinari Fish 

Lunch.  For this evening, it’s dinner and music at the bar.   This 

tour has been included in your STI holiday package. 

Friday, 8/3: Optional lunch with wine tasting and cooking class with Vassilis, 

or any of the optional trips.  

 

Saturday, 8/4:  You are free to relax, visit a beautiful beach, take a ride to Chania 

for shopping and sightseeing or hike the Samaria Gorge! –STI 

Recommended! 

 

Sunday, 8/5:  Today is at your leisure so take advantage of the optional 

excursions such as the Minoan Palace at Knossos.  This evening 

we either go into Chania with our host and eat at an award-winning 

restaurant whilst watching the sunset. Or, (subject to the consensus 

of the group), there may be an optional Greek night & BBQ with 

Live Greek music and professional dancers. We'll get to see the 

traditional costumes and dances of Crete and mainland Greece. 

Monday, 8/6: Elafonissi Beach with picnic lunch and a stop in the village of Elos 

on the way back for goat’s milk ice cream.   

   (Tour is included in the STI holiday package.) 

 

Tuesday, 8/7: For your early morning departure, rely on the team at The Mistral 

to coordinate your transfer to the airport today.  
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Note: Itinerary and activities are subject to change at the discretion of the Hotel 

without compensation. Singles Travel International is not responsible for the 

consequences of any changes. 

Optional Excursions (at your own expense, payable in cash at the equivalent amount 

in Euros) range from $30 to $60 US per trip:  

 Wine tasting lunch: We'll enjoy traditional Cretan mezes whilst sipping on the 

best Cretan and Greek wines. A cooking class with Vassilis follows. Did it, 

amazing!  

 Santorini Day Cruise: A must do, one day trip to the volcanic island includes a 

guided tour of Oia and Thira with stunning views of the Caldera. 

 Scuba diving in Chania at the 5 Star P.A.D.I. Center. For experienced or beginner       

divers.  

 Horseback riding on the beach (approximately one hour away from the hotel).  

 Samaria Gorge walk, the biggest gorge in Europe! This is a real challenge and a 

must for hikers (walking boots/shoes essential).  

 Visit the Palace of Knossos and the lost world of the Minoans.  

 Hire a bicycle from the village and explore the surrounding olive groves.  

 Visit Milia, a restored eco-village in the foothills of the White Mountains.   

Experience the real spirit of Crete!  

 Boat trip to the pirate island of Gramvousa, with a stop at Balos Lagoon. We'll 

visit the Venetian fortress of Gramvousa and swim in the magnificent crystal 

waters of Balos Bay. 

 Channel your inner artist by taking a two-hour watercolor painting class in the 

grounds of the hotel. 

  Paddle Board Yoga:  From beginners to advanced, a unique experience of Yoga 

whilst enjoying the natural splendor of floating in the water. 

 

 

*PRE TOUR ACCOMMODATIONS* 

Hotel Plaka 
7 Kapnikareas & Mitropoleos  

10556 ATHENS 

Tel: +30 210 3222706 

Voucher for the Hotel Plaka has been sent to you in a separate email. 

Elyse Aguirre – July 30-31 

From the Airport:  the distance to central Athens is 30 km.  By taxi, the journey is 

approximately 35 - 45 minutes. 
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*GENERAL INFORMATION* 

Passports & Visas 
A passport is mandatory for this trip.  Make certain to confirm that your passport is 

current and will be valid at least six months after your departure (January 31, 2019). If 

you do not have one or need a new one, U.S. guests may contact the State Department 

Passport Office in your area immediately or visit http://www.travel.state.gov/. 

 

When traveling internationally, it’s a good idea to have a photocopy of the important 

pages of your passport kept separate, in case it is lost or stolen. On the back of the 

photocopy, it wouldn’t hurt to list emergency phone numbers, as well as the numbers 

listed on your traveler’s checks, airline tickets, credit cards, etc.  It would also be wise to 

photocopy your airline ticket and insurance policies. Keep these copies in a separate 

place, we recommend that you leave this information in a safe place in your room. There 

is a safe in each room, free of charge.  In addition, you should leave a photocopy of all of 

these documents, as well as your itinerary and any contact numbers you’re aware of, at 

home with a friend or family member. Always lock your door in your hotel. 

 

Weather  
Greece: Be prepared for sunshine! The average temperatures during the day are in the 

mid-80s with low humidity. Evening temperatures are in the mid-60s to low 70s.  Bring 

your bathing suit and water sandals with a sturdy sole for walking on the rocky beach 

across from our hotel.  If you plan to hike the gorge, bring hiking boots or sturdy training 

shoes.  The hike is an intermediate to advanced hike, so a little tough for beginners.   
 

For more packing tips and what to bring, see the FAQ tab on our site. Bring sunscreen 

that is stronger than you might use at home as you are closer to the equator.  The hotel 

also has some on hand if you need to kick it up a notch.  

 

Currency 

Cash is king and you may exchange dollars for Euros once in Greece.  Although some 

shops accept credit cards, the best deals are garnered with cash.  All hotel charges such as 

drinks, lunches, optional excursions, spa treatments etc. must be paid in CASH. 

 

If you must use your credit card (Visa or Mastercard only accepted) a 1% fee will be 

assessed. 

 

Most shops and restaurants in Crete also accept these cards and the majority of the 

population speaks English.  
 

We recommend that you bring along a small denomination of US cash ($300-$500) and 2 

credit cards or a credit card and debit card for ATM withdrawals in local currency.  Many 

locations in Greece do not accept American Express (bummer, our favorite!).  You may 

exchange your US currency upon arrival at any airport including Athens.  The most 

favorable rates are at local banks, but changing a denomination of $100 is so minor, that 

the rate of exchange is irrelevant. Once you get to your hotel, you may inquire about 

http://www.travel.state.gov/
https://www.singlestravelintl.com/trips/isle-crete-rendezvous-731/
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banks and hours of operation to exchange additional funds or withdraw from the ATM 

machine.  Make a copy of the front and back of your credit/debit cards and keep in a 

separate place in case your cards are stolen. Note that in Europe, your credit card 

company may assess a service fee for converting Euros to US or Canadian dollars. Check 

in advance. A 1% credit card fee is assessed (by the credit card companies) for credit card 

payments at check out of the Mistral. 

 

Electrical Current 
If you have additional devices such as curling irons, electric razors, laptop, camera/phone 

charger, we recommend that you bring an adapter and converter. Although the hotel will 

supply adapters on a limited basis, our experience is that it is more convenient to have 

your own.  Below is some practical advice to assist you with the different scenarios. 
 

The electrical current in Greece, like the rest of Europe, is at 240 volts, unlike the 120 

volt system we use in the States. Electrical equipment like the charger for your digital 

camera, a laptop, or a shaver will probably have a transformer built in, in which case, 

somewhere on the device, it will say something like "INPUT: 100-240V". In this case, all 

you need is an adaptor for the plugs with blade connectors used in the States to the Euro 

Plugs with 2 rounded pins used in Europe.  

 

Other electrical equipment which cannot handle 240 volts will be stamped somewhere 

with something "INPUT: 120V". In this case, you'll need a transformer to convert the 240 

to 120, in addition to the adapter, which allows your 2 flat prongs (US) to plug into the 

socket with 2 rounded pins (Euro).  Warning --If you plug in such a device without a 

transformer, you will get your own fireworks display with sparks and smoke, not to 

mention possibly blowing the breakers in the facility.  

There is an Internet Café in the reception area (free usage), but Wi-Fi (if you must drag 

that laptop with you on vacation) is available throughout the hotel free of charge.  Make 

sure, that if you have your laptop, you bring along all the necessary extensions, cords and 

converters.   

Inclusive Features of our Trip 

 7-Nights accommodation in a DELUXE Room at an intimate family owned hotel, 

where you are known by your first name on the very first day 

 Air Conditioning and In Room Safe (STI Only) 

 7 Continental Style Breakfasts and 6 (4 course) Dinners. 

 Complimentary Wine and Coffee with Dinner (STI Only) 

 Enjoy homemade Cretan cuisine, using mostly organics from the resort's garden 

and the local village 

 Kettle tea and coffee making facilities in all rooms. Replenished daily 

 Welcome Reception with Refreshments 

 Two pools and an outdoor Jacuzzi.  

 Sun loungers and colorful gardens 

 Airport Transfers* 

 Taxi on Call (at your own expense) 
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 Bus stop outside of hotel. Only 10 minutes to restaurants and nightlife.  

 Provision of shared courtesy rooms on your day of departure 

 WiFi Free of Charge 

 Fresh Filtered Water Free of Charge 

 Complimentary Bottle of Olive Oil from the Gialamarakis Estate 

Exclusive Singles Travel Features 

 Private, DELUXE, Single Occupancy Room for 7 Nights 

 Air Conditioning and In Room Safe  

 Round-trip Airport Transportation* 

 Welcome Refreshment 

 Falasarna Beach & Sfinari Fish Lunch Tour 

 Elafonissi Beach Boat Excursion with Light Lunch – Special Inclusion only for 

STI Guests!  

 Expert and Professional Assistance 

 Private and Secure Chat Reserved Exclusively for Members on Your Vacation 

 Meet other single, like minded travelers who wish to socialize and make new, 

maybe even life-long friends 
* Airport Transfers are included on Tuesdays only. 

 

Not Included in Our Tour Package 
Airfare, optional meals, alcoholic beverages, optional excursions, spa services, 

incidentals such as internet, laundry (35 Euros per load in Crete), telephone, mini-bar, 

gratuities to hotel staff in Crete and Santorini ($10 per day recommended and may be 

given at reception on last day in cash or charge to your room account), local guides and 

drivers or any other features not listed except where otherwise noted. Transfers back to 

the airport during unsociable hours (only about $25 USD). Of course, gratuities are at your 

discretion and are greatly appreciated for a job well done. 
 

Play Nice 
For the benefit of everyone on our vacation, Singles Travel International reserves the 

right to accept or reject any vacation participant and to remove any participant whose 

conduct is deemed incompatible with the interests of the other participants. Singles  

Travel International will not refund or cover any cost or expenses incurred for 

termination of vacation arrangements due to unacceptable behavior such as Verbally 

Abusive or Offensive Language, Inappropriate or Abusive Behavior, Uninvited Physical 

Contact, Solicitation, Harassment, Vandalism, Theft, Violence, Unsafe Behavior, 

Discourteous or Disruptive Behavior, Consuming Alcohol to Excess (thus impairing 

one’s judgment and reducing one’s ability to recognize and avoid potentially dangerous 

situations), Carrying Weapons, Explosives or Other Dangerous and Prohibited Items. 

 

Our members and other guests on tour or in the general public arena do come from 

different and diverse backgrounds. It is important that everyone have a common 

understanding of the behavioral standards in place at their destination.  Singles Travel 

International is obligated to obey the Guest Conduct Policy of the Tour Company on 
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which our members participate on vacation.  It is our responsibility to report every 

incident of concern to protect the safety and wellbeing of all members of our group. 

Singles Travel International is not responsible in any way for the outcome resulting in the 

cruise line or tour company decision to alter or terminate the vacation of one of our 

members.  Singles Travel International will not refund or cover any cost or expenses 

incurred for termination of vacation arrangements as a result of that decision.   

Since this is a group trip, it is important that you are on time for all group meetings and 

departure times. Our itinerary is subject to change due to operational needs per the local 

tour operators and circumstances beyond our control which may vary from what is 

printed here.  

 

 

 

 

Survey | $25 credit as our way of saying “Thanks!”  

Upon return from your vacation you will receive a brief electronic survey via email. Our 

continued growth and success depends upon how well we serve you.  Please take the time 

complete this survey to give us your comments, as well as any constructive criticism.  

Try to be as specific as possible. Please answer each item independently without letting a 

particularly good or bad experience in one area affect your ratings in another area. This 

survey is confidential and reviewed by our entire team. Thanks in advance for helping us 

maintain our status as the #1 singles travel company! 

 

Keep in Touch 
 

Visit our Community Page and search for your group, Isle of Crete Rendezvous (7/31) – Jul 

2018, under Booked Trips. The profiles for your entire group will display. Click each profile 

to make “friends” and send a message.  

 

** Share pictures throughout your tour and afterward by adding #STISINGLES to 

each Facebook post and to your personal Facebook album. ** 

 
 

We’re looking forward to making this your most memorable vacation.  Of course, if you 

have any questions or concerns, please call us at (877) SOLO-TRIP (765-6874). 

 

 

Bon Voyage! 

 

The Crew at Singles Travel International 
www.singlestravelintl.com  

877-SOLO-TRIP 

877-765-6874 

 

A place to express yourself… 

www.Instagram.com/SinglesTravel   http://pinterest.com/singlestravel/ 

http://www.singlestravelintl.com/
http://www.instagram.com/SinglesTravel
http://pinterest.com/singlestravel/
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www.Twitter.com/stisingles    http://blog.singlestravelintl.com/ 

www.Facebook.com/SinglesTravelInternational www.YouTube.com/SingleTammy 

www.linkedin.com/in/singlestravelinternational  

 

http://www.twitter.com/stisingles
http://blog.singlestravelintl.com/
http://www.facebook.com/SinglesTravelInternational
http://www.youtube.com/SingleTammy
http://www.linkedin.com/in/singlestravelinternational

